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"There is no sense of freedom equal to what I 

feel when I am riding my horse.” 

Anonymous



Liz

Dear SIRE Community,

I am honored to report that because of your 
support and a lot of hard work by the staff 
and volunteers, SIRE again made tremendous 
progress on our 5-year plan during the 2021-
2022 fiscal year.

We are close to completing the $3.5 million 
improvements to the Spring facility. In 
September we moved into the LGI Homes 
Education and Visitors Center, the barn is 
nearing completion and the arena is well 
underway. I cannot give enough thanks to all 
the supporters who made this transformation 
possible. If you haven’t yet had a chance to see 
the additions, please contact Joe Wappelhorst 
and make plans for a visit. 

In the late summer of 2021 SIRE acquired a 
‘forever home’ for Fort Bend in Fulshear, TX. 
The acreage, barns and arena have ‘good 
bones’ but are aging. We moved in, got up and 
running, and have made significant strides in 
updating this facility. A multitude 
of individuals and corporate volunteers have 
contributed countless hours and supplies 
helping with the move and needed mainte-
nance. If you are a handy person and would 
like a physical project, we sure could use your 
help out there!

These improvements open the door to serving 
many more clients, so the need for volunteers, 
horses and donations is more pressing than 
ever. Please know that your gift of funds, assets 
or time directly results in more people served. 

2022 saw the kick-off of our Equine-Assisted 
Services to veterans. Through partnerships 
with Camp Hope and Easter Seals, SIRE is 
now serving over 50 military veterans per 
week. Demand for this service is high, and 

SIRE is working hard to find the resources 
to meet this demand. Additionally, SIRE 
served 180 people per week via traditional 
therapeutic riding and 45 young people per 
week through Equine-Assisted Learning. 

On behalf of the SIRE board, I want to thank 
the people who make all this possible:

• The incredible staff at SIRE have shown 
tremendous adaptability through this time 
of growth and change. Their dedication and 
passion for serving our clients is truly an 
inspiration. 

• Volunteers are the heart and soul of SIRE! It 
takes hundreds of volunteers each week to 
provide the high-quality programs that SIRE 
is known for. Whether it is three hours one 
time fixing a broken pipe or 200 hours per 
year as a weekly side walker or leader, their 
contributions enable the everyday miracles 
experienced by those we serve. 

• And finally, you the donor, foundation, or 
corporation who entrust us with your financial 
gifts. We could not provide the services we 
do without your continued dedication of 
donations throughout the year. 

With Warmest
Regards,

 
Elizabeth Walzel
SIRE Board 
President 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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TIMELINE OF ACHIEVEMENTS

— Purchase of 38 acres permanent facility in 
Fulshear

— Partnership with Camp Hope and Easter 
Seals to launch equine-assisted programs for 
veterans

— 100% Board participation and giving

— Lauren Grochocki (Spring Volunteer) named 
as PATH Region 8 volunteer of the year

— Saddle Up for SIRE trail ride was back in 
person with over 100 people present

— SIRE riders garnered over 40 belt buckles, 
trophies and awards at the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo

—  Purchase of a new tractor for the Fort Bend 
location thanks to a very successful gala in 
April



THE IMPACT OF SIRE

Thanks to the dedication and support of our 
volunteers, foundations, corporations, and 
many individuals, SIRE continues to provide 
life-changing programs for riders like Sophia. 
Back in 2016, when Sophia first started rid-
ing at SIRE, she had difficulty controlling her 
energy and emotions. She also had difficulty 
staying focused. 

The short-term goals set for Sophia by the 
evaluator were to learn to use her hands 
quietly and smoothly, and to meet and talk 
to a new friend.  Sophia’s long-term goals 
were to ride independently and to compete 
in shows. It didn’t take long for Sophia to 
accomplish her goal of competing in shows 
and at Top Hands this year she won a buckle 
in her English Equitation class.  She is also 
able to focus consistently so that she rides 
with the lead rope tied up for a good portion 
of the class. 

About a year later, Sophia’s mom shared 
that Sophia’s focus has improved and did 
within the first 6 weeks of riding. Mom has 
observed a much greater ability to follow 
directions. Additionally, she reported that 
Sophia’s ability to hold a pencil has grown 
and her handwriting has not only improved 
but blossomed to a point that it is legible 
and getting smaller continually. 

Sophia’s horse played a critical role in her 
success. SIRE maintains a wide variety of 
horses to meet the physical and emotional 
needs of each rider. Each horse is specially 
trained to handle an array of noises, quick 
motions, and unexpected actions that can 
arise during any session. The bond between 
a human and a horse is pivotal to the suc-
cess of therapeutic riding.

SOPHIA STARTED RIDING IN 2016

3



4

SPECIALLY TRAINED HERD SPONSOR
A NEWFOUND PURPOSE IN THEIR GOLDEN YEARS

SIRE’s specially trained therapy horses serve a crucial role in the success of a 
rider’s experience. The horses at SIRE receive exceptional care which includes a 
special diet, veterinary care, and plenty of pasture time. They also receive mas-
sages and chiropractic treatments when needed. 

SIRE horses thrive in their new career that gives them a newfound purpose well 
into their golden years. To the donors who have sponsored many of our horses 
throughout the years, thank you. It is because of you that SIRE’s horses are guar-
anteed the health and well-being they deserve to make life better for all who 
interact with them.



OUR PARTNERS

Avondale House

Boy Scouts of America  

 local troops

Camp Hope

Comcast

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School

DePelchin Children’s Center

Dow Chemical Company

Easter Seals – Fort Bend

GE Company

Harris County Department  

 of Education

Houston Livestock Show 

 & Rodeo

Inspiring Hands 

Junior League of Houston

LGI Homes, Inc.

Lone Star College School 

 of Nursing

Multiple Sclerosis Society

National Charity League

PATH International

Reach Unlimited

Rice University

Texas Department of Aging 

 & Disabilities Svcs

Sam Houston State University

Special Olympics Texas

JULY 2021 - JUNE  2022
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Program expenses were 69% of the total ex-
penses. Complete financial statements and 
the most recent income tax forms may be 
found on the SIRE website at sirehouston.org.

FINANCIALS
JULY 2021 - JUNE  2022
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TOTAL ASSETS $  4,187,467 
 

2022 INCOME  

Corporate  $ 9,784

Foundations & Org.  $ 237,776

Individuals  $ 209,276

Gifts In Kind $ 99,701

Capital Campaign $ 1,255,000

Tuition $ 246,204

Government Grants $ 116,112

Special Events  $ 223,281

Other Income  $ 56,889

Total Income $ 2,454,023

2022 EXPENSES
Programs  $ 992,320

Administration  $ 232,392

Development  $ 184,908

Loss on Disp. of Assets $ 33,392

Total          $ 1,443,012
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GRAND CHAMPION  
($20,000 - $10,000,000)
Beck & Masten Buick GMC
Brooks and Sparks, Inc. - Frank Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Farnsworth
The George Foundation
J. E. and L. E. Mabee Foundation
Mrs. Mary Ann Mauk and 
 Mr. Raymond Mauk
The Robert and Janice 
 McNair Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Nelson
The Doctors Sukin
Texas Children’s Hospital
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Walzel
William Stamps Farish Fund
William and Marie Wise 
 Family Foundation

WINNERS CIRCLE  
($5,000 - $19,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Addis
Albert and Ethel Herzstein 
 Charitable Foundation
Angels Among Us Foundation IMA
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Brechan

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Callahan
Mr. and Mrs. John Cody
Coterra Energy Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Crum
Earl W. and Hazel C. 
 Pierson Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Evans
Fred and Mabel R. Parks Foundation
Mr. Barry Goldware
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hildebrand
Ms. Suzanne Hinds
The Hobby Family Foundation
Houston Methodist
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
Houston Junior Forum
Ms. Julia Ingram
Ms. Julie Kellmann
Mr. Peter Kinnear
Kiwanis Foundation of Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Darren Lehmann
Mrs. Angela Olivarez-Leten and 
 Mr. Olivier Leten
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Mancuso
Ms. Lynda Menge
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Sand and 
 Mr. Greg Mostyn
Robert W. and Pearl Wallis 
 Knox Foundation

DONORS
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Ms. Patricia Roddy
Salners Family Foundation
The Susman Foundation
Vaughn Foundation
Vivian L. Smith Foundation

TRAILBLAZER
($1,000 - $4,999)
Mr. Steven Anderson
AON Foundation
Atlas Fluid Controls, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Grayson Beck
Dr. Phil Berman and Mrs. Elly Berman
Marco Blanco, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Bowlin
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Burroway
Ms. Pauline Cook
Dr. Veronica Selinko - Curran and 
 Mr. Michael Curran
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Davey
Dr. Anu Davis
Ms. Nancy Dinerstein
Ecolab Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Erikson
ExxonMobil Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Flinder
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Forsthoff
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fry
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Gershenson
Ms. Linda Goodson
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Gordon
Ms. Krisanne Graves
Mrs. Maria Pieters-Gray and Mr. John Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Hamman
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Head
Mr. and Mrs. Cody Hogue
Houston Airports
Houston Spine & Sports Medicine Co
Mr. and Mrs. Angus Hughes
Ms. Anne Kinder
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lehmann
Mr. James Longbottom
Mr. and Mrs. John Madden
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Margolis
Mr. Ben McCarthy

Ms. Charlotte McIntyre
Ms. Barbara Migl
Mrs. Denise Monteleone
Ms. Carol Mullins
Ms. Heidi Nelson
Nutrena
Mr. and Mrs. Mel Oller
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Orihel
Ms. Wendy Patterson
Paypal Giving Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Pfister
Mrs. Ambre Pierce
Mrs. Stella Raymaker
Ms. Sandy Ressler
Mr. Joseph Rocha
Mr. and Mrs. David Rockecharlie
Ms. Charlotte Rothwell
Rudy’s BBQ
Ms. Kelly Sargeant
Ms. Angela Sieloff
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Simmons
Ms. Rachel Sjoberg
Mr. and Mrs. George Smith
Mr. and Mrs. John Sparrow
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Mr. and Mrs. Donald Spiess
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Stubblefield
Student Occupational Therapy
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Szymczak
Mrs. Lorraine Talbot
Mr. Raymond Vitek
Mr. Blake Waldron
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wappelhorst
Mr. and Mrs. David Webber
Big Blue Whale
Mr. and Mrs. Richard White
Ms. Claire Wilkins
Williams Companies Foundation, 
 Matching Gifts
Mr. Darren Williams and Mrs. Carrie Dolezal
The Honorable and Mrs. Jim Wise
Mr. and Mrs. William Wise

SIRE PARTNER
($500 - $999)
ADP Foundation
Amazon Smiles
Mr. and Mrs. John Arnoldy
Ms. Lynne Asher
Mr. and Mrs. Dwain Bankston
Belco Electric Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Bouldin
Ms. Claire Burnham
Mr. Dave Burr
Mr. and Mrs. Luis Cardenas
Ms. Ashley Carriage
Mrs. Catherine Mathie and 
 Mr. Kurt Baraniecki
Ms. Cindy Cline
Comfy Monkey
Mr. Mark Compton
Ms. Mary Ellem Cote
Cowboy Trucking
The Davoudi Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Depew
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Epley
ExxonMobil Corporation
Ms. Judith Farrell
Mrs. Karen Ferreira
Ms. Debbie Forth

Miss Megan Fry
GE Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Grooms
Frances Halbouty
Ms. Oeyvind Hansen
Ms. Georgia Huff
Isaacks and Associates LTD LLP
Mr. Nicholas Johnson
Junior Guild, Inc.
Ms. Erin Krampitz
Mr. and Mrs. Damon Lee
Ms. Juliana Lilly
Ms. Mary Jo Loyd
Mr. and Mrs. Terrance McGill
Ms. Patricia Meek
Midway Foundation
Ms. Lee Ann Morris
Mr. Carl Muller
Ms. Jennifer Murdock
National Charity League
Network for Good
Mr. Robert Nimon
Mr. Frederick Plaeger
Ms. Martha Prados
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Roddy
The Rodney H. and Judy E. 
 Margolis Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Rodriguez
Ms. Anne Saied
Mr. and Mrs. Corbin Shelton
Skyward Specialty Insurance Foundation
Ms. Dawn Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith
Mrs. Elaine Stella
Ms. Mary Ellen Swadley
Ms. Latra Szal
Mr. and Mrs. Kip Thomson

FRIEND OF SIRE
($0 - $499)
Mrs. Renee Adams
Ms. Martha Adger
Mr. Glenn Aker
Albertsons Safeway
Ms. Aaron Alvarez
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Ms. Linda Ames
Ms. Patricia Andrews
Ms. Rachel Appel
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Armstrong
Ms. Jennifer Averitt
Ms. Cathrine Baldwin
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Baraniecki
Ms. Mary Barber
Ms. Linda Bartholome
Mr. Dale Becher
Mr. Michael Bell
Mr. and Mrs. David Bergquist
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Bisson
Ms. Sophia Blanco
Ms. Pete Boerner
Mrs. Shayna Bolton
Mr. and Mrs. Antonius Bom
Ms. Terry Bonno
Mr. and Mrs. James Bough
Ms. Shelby Bronstad

Ms. Melanie Brown
Mr. Adam Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Juan Bruno
Mr. Michael Cooper and Ms. Sandra Brunow
Ms. Shaun Burns
Ms. Michele Buselli
Mrs. Gretchen Byerts
Mr. Kevin Calderon
Ms. Anna Caldwell
Ms. Jeanne Calkins
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Callan

Ms. Jessica Callan
Ms. Nancy Cannaday
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Carbajal
Ms. Alma Del Castillo
Ms. Kaylee Richardson and Mr. Adam Chelo
Ms. Casey Lyn Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Coolidge
Mr. John Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Cox
Ms. Julie Craig
Mr. and Mrs. John Crawford
Mr. Nick Curtis
Ms. Lisa L Dahm
Mr. and Mrs. John Daly
Mr. Jeremy Diemert
Hafiza Docrat
Ms. Jennifer Drumwright
Ms. Alex Dumas
Mr. Jerry Dumas
Ellen Earle
Mr. Ralph Ellis
Ms. Oneida Espinoza
Ms. Kate Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Evans
Ms.Karen Faldyn
Ms. Nancy Falgout
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Faulkner
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Feldman
Ms. David R. Dodrill
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Finnerty
First United Methodist Church of 
 Katy Chrysalis Class
Ms. Jamie Fleetwood
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Frewin
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Ms. Andrea Ganzinotti
Ms. Kathleen Girgenti
Ms. Velma N Gober
Ms. Kay Gordon
Ms. Caroline Gormley
Grace Community Church
Ms. Mary Gray
Ms. Susan Green
Ms. Cookie Greer
Mrs. Debbie Grogg and Mr. David Grogg



Prashant Gupta
Ms. Erica Haase
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hagemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Graeme Hall
Mr. Bill Hamilton
Ms. Virginia Hancock
Mr. Dwane Hankins
Mr. Mark Hanson
Mr. Martin Haviland
Mr. and Mrs. Torrey Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. John Hebert
Ms. Betty Heinritz
Mr. Ethan Hendrickson
Ms. Nancy Hernandez
Mr. Joaquin Hernandez
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hinson
Mr. Matthew Holman
Ms. Linda Hudson
Ms. Abby Hugenroth
Ms. Karen Hunt
Mr. Robert Hylander
Mr. Douglas Hynes
Ms. Elizabeth Ivers
Ms. Linda Jackson
Ms. Virginia James
Ms. Joni Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jones
Ms. Calandrian Kemp
Mr. and Mrs. John Killgore
Ms. Mary Kingelin
Mrs. Donna Knox
Kroger
Ms. Linda LaBorde
Mr. Douglas Laderer
Mr. Steven Larotta
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Leavell
Ms. Kim Lee
Ms. Jane Lee
Ms. Chelsea Lehmann
Ms. Robin Lindberg
Ms. Laurie Lippert
Ms. Jose Lopez
Ms. Cecilia Lowder
Mr. Juan De Luna
Mr. Jason Marks

Ms. Elizabeth Martinez
Ms. Maria Martinez
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Mashburn
Ms. Marie Maurice
Ms. Kate McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Blake McCarthy
Ms. Holly Evans-McDaniel
Mr. and Mrs. Doug McKenzie
Ms. Margaret McKenzie
Mr. Kevin Mclarney
Mr. Douglas Meeler
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Mesker
Ms. Maria Adelaide Micci
Mr. John Miller
Ms. Marcia Mingo
Mr. Michael Mitschke
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Mollerup
Ms. Leslie Moore
Mr. Alma Moreno
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Morton
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Murchison
Ms. Maria Mutmansky
Mrs. Diane Mutmansky
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Nash
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Nelson
Ms. Kristine O’Grady
Ms. Angelo Okuma
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Pacholder
Mr. David Perez
Ms. Kimberly Perez
Mr. David Perez
MS. Lisa Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Perwien
Phillips 66
Ms. Kathy Piotruszewicz
Mr. Travis Piper
Mr. Matthew Pitkin
Ms. Camille Potter
Mr. Frank Poysky
Mr. Clifford Prados
Ms. Carrie Prados
Ms. Eliana Radovan
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Radovan
Ms. Joanie Ramser
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Ms. Shandy Reed
Ms. Susan Renz
Mr. John Respondek
Ms. Amy Ridall
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Risch
Ms. Ula Roberts
Mrs. Christiane Robinson
Mr. Bobby Rose
Ms. Brenda Ryan
Ms. Kimberly Rychlik
Mr. Ali Samir
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sammons
Mr. John Sanders
Ms. Robin Schrimpf
Ms. Mary Schwendeman
Ms. Elizabeth Scott
Ms. Jamie Sengbusch
Ms. Carol Seybert
Mr. and Mrs. Trey Shaddox
Mr. Alan Shelby
Ms. Mary Shouse
Ms. Kelly Simoneaux
Mr. Allen Small
Ms. Jennifer Smart
Mr. and Mrs. George Smith
Ms. Christine Smith
Ms. Marcena Sorrels
Ms. Susan Spruill
Ms. Dave Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. George Strapulos
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Strickler

Ms. Holly Sudbury
Mr. and Mrs. James Sword
TC Energy
Mr. John Tam
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Tamborello
Mr. Paul Tansley
Mr. Howard Tellepsen
Ms. Anna Mary Thomas
Ms. Alison Thompson
Ms. Linda Troy
Ms. Nina Tucci
Ms. Staci Tucker
Ms. Barbara Turner
Twinwood
Mr. Roy Varner
Mr. Arthur Volkmann
Mr. Frank von Sehrwald
Mr. and Mrs. Alex von Sehrwald
Walker Chiropractic, LP
Ms. Iona Walzel
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Warren
Ms. Jeanne Weaver
Ms. Wrenne West
Mr. and Mrs. James Williams
Mr. Thomas Willson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wilson
Ms. Jayne Wilson
Ms. Sarah Winter
Ms. Betty Wong
Ms. April Wright
Ms. Pam Zaffos



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

MEMBERS
Helyna Bledsoe — Houston Junior League 
Kevin Calderon — LGI Homes
Malori Callahan — CFO, Willie’s Grill & Icehouse
Terry Cody — Catholic Charities, Immigration Atty
Carol Farnsworth — Community Volunteer
Andrea Fry — Easter Seals
Ethan Hendrickson — Aon | Talent, Rewards 
 & Performance
Charlotte McIntyre — ADP 
Barbara Migl — Volunteer
Travis Peterson — Rice Fellow Member
Pat Roddy — Community Volunteer
Jennifer Smart — Texas Children’s Hospital
Mary Elizabeth Wise Sand — Real Estate 
 Developer

SPRING
4610 Sloangate
Spring, TX 77373
(281) 356-7588

FORT BEND
7206 Pool Hill Road
Fulshear, TX 77441
(281) 356-7588

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
4800 W. 34th St. #D-6
Houston, TX 77092
(281) 356-7588

OFFICERS
Liz Walzel — President
Pat Roddy — Vice President
Darren Lehmann — Secretary 
Julia Ingram — Treasurer

Joe Wappelhorst — Executive Director
Beth Burroway — Director of Development
Hannah Wiedner — Development Assoc.
Helen Evans — Site Manager, Fort Bend
Shayna Bolton — Site Manager, Spring

sireoffice@sire-htec.org      |      sirehouston.org


